
 

 
 

Party for the Planet 
 

Target Audience:  Education: Grade(s): K-5th     
 

Primary Disciplines: Science, Conservation, Standards 

 
Program Description: Earth Day is every day! Let’s learn how we can be heroes for our planet in our everyday lives! 

 
Program Format: 
1. What is conservation? 
2. Go on a mini tour of parts of the zoo to talk about conservation in practice and how that can be applied 

to everyday life.  
 

Objectives: 
1. Students will be able to list at least two things they can do at home to care for the planet. 
2. Students will understand what conservation is. 

 
Vocabulary:  
1. Conservation: To save or preserve something so it doesn’t become damaged or disappear. 

2. Single-Use Plastic: Plastic that is only used once and then disposed of to end up in a landfill.  
3. Species Survival Plans: Plans that are used at Association of Zoos and Aquariums institutions to 

prevent species extinctions. 
4. Citizen Science: the general public acting as a collaborative to collect and relate data on a certain 

topic. 
 
Duration: 30 minutes 

 
Standards Alignment:  
Next Generation Science Standards: 
 K-ESS3-3 Earth and Human Activity 

Communicate solutions that will reduce the impact of humans on the land, water, air, and/or other living 
things in the local environment. 

4-ESS3-2 Earth and Human Activity 
Generate and compare multiple solutions to reduce the impacts of natural Earth processes on humans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conservation Facts: 
1. Governments work together to protect endangered species. They can do this through protecting the 

animals themselves or through setting aside protected land.  
2. Only 12.1% of the Earth’s land surface is covered by reserves. We need to do more than that to 

protect wildlife. 
3. Avoid sing unsustainable palm oil! There are thousands of products that use palm oil, and the large 

demand for palm oil is causing people to produce it as quickly as possible. This means destroying 
forests and the homes of millions of animals in the process just to make it faster. Try to support 
organizations that use sustainable palm oil- which don’t cut down the forests to get the product- 
instead.  

4. Turn off your water when you aren’t using it! This means turning it off while you brush your teeth. 
35,000 liters of water are wasted by a single family every year because of the water staying on 
while they brush their teeth. Easy fix to make a big impact! 

5. Switch off your gadgets or unplug when they are done being charged. Even if you aren’t charging 
something at the moment, you are still drawing energy when something is plugged in. Reduce that 
usage by unplugging your chargers while they aren’t in use. This can cut electricity usage in your 
house by 10%. 

6. Say no to plastic bags! Use reusable bags instead. Each minute, 1 million plastic bags are used 
around the world. Those bags take 1000 years to break down. That means that every plastic bag 
made is still in existence today!  

7. Over 1 million birds and 100,000 marine mammals are killed every year from plastic debris. You can 
easily help fix this by skipping using a plastic straw- use your own reusable one instead! You can 
also use reusable bags, containers, silverware, water bottles, and beeswax wraps. All of those small 
changes can make a huge difference. 

8. 90% of the trash in the ocean is plastic. Straws are too small to be caught before they make it to the 
ocean, and account for a large majority of the plastic found during beach clean-ups.  

9. The United States alone uses enough straws in a single day to wrap around the earth 2.5 times a 
day!  

             
 

Additional Resources and Links: 
- National Geographic Article on Conservation: https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/conservation/ 

- Check out some of the following organizations that make conservation a focal point of what they do: 

o Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

o Wildlife Conservation Society 

o The Nature Conservancy 

o World Wild Fund for Nature 

o National Audubon Society 

o Sierra Club 

o National Wildlife Federation 

o International Union for Conservation of Nature 

o Ocean Conservancy  

   

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/conservation/
https://www.aza.org/
https://www.wcs.org/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/
https://www.audubon.org/
https://www.sierraclub.org/
https://www.nwf.org/
https://www.iucn.org/
https://oceanconservancy.org/


  

Pre/Post Activity Suggestions 
 

DIY Beeswax Wraps 
 

Program Objective:  

Students will learn more about how camouflage can work with an interactive game. 

 

Materials:  

1. Safe space outdoors for kids to spread out (and some things to hide behind) 

 

Directions: 

- This game will take place outdoors. Make sure to have checked the area ahead of time for safety and make 

very decisive boundaries. 

- Game play: 

1. Choose one person to be the prey. They are going to stand in one location and will not be able to move 

their feet.  

2. Once the prey has been chosen and is standing in their spot, they will close their eyes and count out 

loud to 20. 

3. During those 20 seconds, the rest of the students (who are predators trying to sneak up on the prey) 

will hide as far away from the prey as they can to start with. They have to be able to see the prey from 

wherever they hide at all times. 

4. After the 20 seconds are up, the prey opens their eyes and points out anyone that they can see from 

where they are without moving their feet. Once spotted, the predator will come stand with the prey 

(they will not be able to help the prey spot predators though). 

5. After the prey can no longer see anyone, they will close their eyes and count to 10. The predators have 

to move closer each round. 

6. Continue playing until one predator is left standing. 

- Discussion: 

1. Who was easier to see? (Hopefully colors that didn’t blend in with the area well). 

2. Why is that? 

3. Why do you think animals want to blend in? (So they don’t get eaten, but also so they can catch their 

food without being seen). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DIY Reusable Bag 
 

Program Objective: 

Students will learn more about how camouflage can work with an interactive game. 

 

Materials Needed:   

- Use a small paper fish (or any small object that could easily be hidden) and name it Nemo 

 

Directions: 
- Choose one student to hide Nemo while the rest of the group leaves the room.   
- While hiding, following these stipulations: 

o Nemo is a little claustrophobic so he needs to be able to see at all times.  
o You cannot move something in order to hide Nemo and while you are looking for Nemo you should 

then not have to move anything to find him.  
- Once Nemo is hidden the rest of the group comes into the room and those who hid Nemo sit in the middle of 

the room.  
-  Once you find Nemo YOU DO NOT PICK Nemo UP! Leave Nemo where he is hiding. You also don’t want to 

tell anyone in the room that you found him. You want it to remain a secret for you and Nemo. 
-  After finding him you can go sit in the middle of the room with those that hid Nemo.   
- The counselor who supervised the hiding of Nemo is the only one that can give hints as to the whereabouts 

of Nemo after everyone looks for a while.  
- Stress that being sneaky after finding Nemo is good, because you don’t want to give Nemo’s hiding place 

away. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


