
WONDERS OF WEIRD: Bigfoot 

Overview 

Award winning nonfiction author Kelly Milner Halls examines the legend of Bigfoot and 
the evidence to support its existence.  Is the evidence credible?  Is the evidence without 
scientific value? She’ll guide viewers through those evaluations in a fun and informative 
streaming adventure.  

Target Grade Level(s): 5-9 

Duration of Presentation: 30 minutes 

Student Objectives:     

Evaluate evidence presented to support the existence of a bipedal primate.  

Promote critical thinking skills applicable to this and other topics worldwide. 

Standard Alignments: CCSSI ELA  
http://www.corestandards.org/wp-content/uploads/ELA_Standards1.pdf 

Research to build and present knowledge:  
Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 
and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, 
and provide a list of sources. 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.  

a. Apply Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, drawing on specific details in the 
text [e.g., how characters interact]”).  

b. Apply Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons 
and evidence support which point[s]”) 

KEY CONCEPTS AND VOCABULARY: 

http://www.corestandards.org/wp-content/uploads/ELA_Standards1.pdf


Native American Origins: More than 140 different names for Bigfoot exist in Native 
American history in North America alone.  Did all tribal traditions represent a single 
animal species? 

Evidence: Patterson-Gimlin Film is a one minute and six seconds record of an alleged 
Bigfoot walking away from the camera in 1967. We’ll evaluate the images based on 
special effects costumes featured in television and movies in 1967. 

Evidence: Dr. Grover Krantz was an anthropology professor at Washington State 
University at Pullman.  Dr. Krantz believed Bigfoot was real based on dozens of tracks 
he captured via plaster casting techniques.  

Evidence: Dr. Jeffrey Meldrum followed in Dr. Krantz’s footsteps as an anthropology and 
anatomy professor at Idaho State University at Pocatello. Dr. Meldrum has written an 
exceptional scientific study of Bigfoot called SASQUATCH: LEGEND MEETS 
SCIENCE.  

Evidence: U.S. Navy linguist R. Scott Nelson spent decades searching for hidden 
messages for the purpose of national defense. When his son played him alleged audio 
tapes of Bigfoot vocalizations, years of high tech training kicked into gear. His analysis I 
compelling.  

Famous Hoaxes: From wooden feet used to create footprints in the 1960s to a gorilla 
costume frozen in ice in the 1990s, hoaxes are plentiful when it comes to Bigfoot. We’ll 
explore a few.  

Geographic Likelihood: What geographic habitats are most likely to generate Bigfoot 
sightings?  

Vocabulary 

Bipedal 
Mammals that walk on two feet, rather than four are considered bipedal animals. 

Plaster Cast 
When a footprint is captured in mud, plaster of paris can be poured into the footprint 
impression to create an exact reverse copy of the footprint.  Instructions available. 

Great Apes  
Larger primates including the gorilla, chimpanzee, bonobo and orangutan are the known 
quadruped great apes.  Man is he only known bipedal great ape, unless Bigfoot turns 
out to be real.  



Quadruped  
Mammals walking on four legs are considered quadrupeds.  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 

In Search of Sasquatch by Kelly Milner Halls 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Fall 2011 – 64 pages 

Booklist Review:  

In this impressive one-stop shop for Sasquatch enthusiasts, Halls has assembled a 
record of the apelike cryptid in the lore of Native Peoples, a history of major missions to 
find a specimen, the best existing pieces of evidence, and the various ways to embark 
upon an expedition as well as how new technology is advancing the methods of 
determined diehards. Halls hits the big points (like the famous Patterson-Gimlin footage) 
but does not leave out double-take-worthy, lesser-known stories, such as when actor 
Jimmy Stewart smuggled a mummified Yeti finger out of Tibet by hiding it in his wife’s 
underwear. (Yes, the finger was eventually lost—sadly, a common occurrence in the 
field of cryptozoology.) The layout is filled with historical shots; artists’ renderings; 
footprint casts; maps showing state-by-state sightings (Washington leads, with 487); 
and bizarro sidebars—believe it or not, some Sasquatch hunters set their adventures to 
music. It can all get a bit starry-eyed, but the rigors of scientific analysis and skepticism 
prevail. Suggested readings, source notes, and a glossary fill out the back matter. 
Grades 5-8. --Daniel Kraus 

Sasquatch: Legend Meets Science by Jeffrey Meldrum 
Forge Books, 2006 – 304 pages 

Review, Dr. Jane Goodall 

“Jeff Meldrum's book 'Sasquatch: Legend Meets Science' brings a much needed level of 
scientific analysis to the Sasquatch - or Bigfoot - debate. Does Sasquatch exist? There 
are countless people - especially indigenous people - in different parts of America who 
claim to have seen such a creature. And in many parts of the world I meet those who, in 
a matter-of-fact way, tell me of their encounters with large, bipedal, tail-less hominids. I 
think I have read every article and every book about these creatures, and while most 
scientists are not satisfied with existing evidence, I have an open mind." 
--Dr. Jane Goodall, DBE UN Messenger of Peace & Founder - the Jane Goodall 
Institute 

Bigfoot Field Research Organization 
https://www.bfro.net/ 

https://www.bfro.net/


Animal Planet: Bigfoot Evidence 
http://www.animalplanet.com/tv-shows/finding-bigfoot/lists/bigfoot-evidence/ 

CLASS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS – DOK Stem 

DOK 1 – Recall 

What is a Bigfoot?  
Where might Bigfoot live? 

DOK 2 – Skill/Concept 

What would you compare a Bigfoot to, in the confirmed natural world? 
What information would we need to prove Bigfoot is real? 

DOK 3 – Strategic Thinking 

How would the confirmation of Bigfoot impact the world?  
Do you think Bigfoot would be happy in a zoo? 

DOK 4 – Extended Thinking 

What would you do if you met a Bigfoot in a nearby forest?  
Based on what you know about primates, do you think Bigfoot is dangerous?  

QUESTIONS FOR KELLY? 

Email me at kellymilnerh@aol.com.  I’m happy to interact further.  

http://www.animalplanet.com/tv-shows/finding-bigfoot/lists/bigfoot-evidence/
mailto:kellymilnerh@aol.com

